UA   QUESTION   OF   WORDS"
ciliatory.   "C?Quld not Austria  moderate the form of her demands to a certain extent?"
I can offer you no prospect of this at all; I can only advise you, tn case you believe you have reason to hope, as a result of your conversations with Count Szapary, to address yourself to Vienna directs*
The reader breathes more freely: "Direct, at last!" For while Europe trembles for the fate of millions, its' Cabinets do not speak "direct." They never speak of answer, of negotiation, of danger of war, but always of Notes, of conversations, complications, enunciations of force—and no one in these stuffy rooms considers how the reports of such negotiations lead the peoples astray, how they cloud the brains even of those engaged in them.
Sazonov is ready to take up the German idea at once; it was, indeed, his own. Coming from him, however, it would have weakened his position against Vienna, while as emanating- from Germany it is already half Viennese. At the same time, the Russian has improved his position in relation to England; he has shown that things can be arranged even without Grey. He wires at once to Vienna.
Now Saz.on.ov chats pleasantly enough with the Hungarian, tells a few lies about his sympathies for Austria, takes up the Ultimatum, and after the Hungarian has made an official declaration that he is ''''not authorised to discuss and interpret this document" so that the conversation must be tak.en as never having taken place, the two discuss Vienna's demands to Serbia like sensible men. The Russian thinks seven of them acceptable, for the other three he suggests changes and adds:
"After #//, if is only a question of words!"
Sazonov, "who at this hour has not yet been informed of Serbia's surrender, wishes no more than to rob Vienna of her full *' diplomatic success" (revenge for Buchlau!), and at the end expresses himself "delighted" by his conversation with, the enemy.
"Only three points," think both, and both telegraph to Vienna. Sazonov has the edict of mobilisation in his
129                                I? Has he not
